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Welcome to Youth Day! 
On behalf of the San Diego Asian Film Foundation, we want to thank you for joining us for a day full of 
independent fi lm! 

Along with presenting culturally enriching stories, our GOALS for Youth Day include:

• To enhance your interest and knowledge about the media arts

•  To encourage the use of critical thinking, creative writing, and language skills

•  To engage you in the exploration of fi lm as a medium of expression and communication

•  To help you become more visually literate

YOUTH DAY AGENDA

10:00AM Welcome and Introduction

10:10AM Reel Voices Program & Discussion

11:25AM  Vendor discussion

11:30AM  BREAK

11:35AM Amazonia  & Q&A with director Sam Chen 

12:00PM  LUNCH 

12:30PM  Lyrical Empire: Hip Hop in Metro Manila  

12:50PM Q&A with director Mark Villegas

1:00PM BREAK

1:05PM Fine Threads 

1:20PM Works of Art & Discussion

1:45PM Surveys & Wrap up

Lunch generously provided by Jack in the Box.
Snacks and drinks provided by UltraStar Cinemas and Popchips. 

Be sure to stop by the  Platt College and SDSU booths during lunch! 
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REEL VOICES

CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW? | Brian Brennan | 6 minutes

Starting at a young age, Colleen Novakovich has become increasingly deaf. She explains how she has learned to 
cope with this in a funny, honest, and inspiring way.

MUSICAL WARRIOR | Angel Gatus | 8 minutes

A young boy inspires and compels others to care through music and friendship while fi ghting his battle with 
cancer.

MEJOHN | Phillip Bernardino-Gomez | 5 minutes

An eccentric man goes through life collecting strange items such as pantyhose, his own brand of miniature cars, 
and anything else he believes that has a special value to it.

TECHNOMANIA CIRCUS | Christian Guzman | 9 minutes

A tour through a circus held in an eclectic venue in the backyard of a house in the barrio.

HIDING THE PAST | Kanyon Iwami | 4 minutes

The tattoo removing process and how people’s lives are affected negatively and positively through their decisions 
to get a tattoo.

BREAKING EXPECTATIONS | Kevin Tran | 8 minutes

A young B-Boy struggles with the disapproval of his lifestyle by his parents, who see the only way to a successful 
life is through good academics.

TO MEAT OR NOT TO MEAT | Lauren Lynch | 8 minutes

A vegetarian does whatever necessary in order to stick to her principles while living in a meat lover’s paradise, 
while also debating whether or not her vegetarianism is even worth all the trouble.

THE SEED | Calvin Ha | 13 minutes

This story follows a young musician, Devin McGuire, and his desire to bring together the fi rst ever Music Festival 
in his suburban hometown of Mira Mesa.

A collection of engaging stories, created and directed by local high school students as part of the a 
summer digital storytelling internship at the San Diego Asian Film Foundation.  TRT: 50 min.

R
V
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General Questions:  

1) How does each fi lm deal with the topic of identity?

2) What are some of the biggest challenges in doing a documentary?

3) How was the story told better in documentary format, rather than narrative format?

4) What was your view of documentary fi lmmaking before Reel Voices?  

 Has your perspective changed after watching the program?  

5) What do you think about the technical aspects of the fi lms (e.g. lighting, sound, camera angles)? 

Write notes below:

Can you hear me now?

Musical Warrior

MeJohn

Technomania Circus

Hiding the Past

Breaking Expectations

To Meat or Not to Meat

The Seed

Reel Voices Discussion Points
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DIRECTOR: Sam Chen | USA | 5 min. | Video | 
2010 | Medium: 3d CGI

A computer animated short about 2 buddy treefrogs 
who team up on a culinary journey through the 
Amazon Rainforest. They learn quickly that fi nding a 
meal in the Rainforest is a major pain in the butt! 

AMAZONIA

BACKGROUND INFO ON THE FILMMAKER AND THE FILM:
• AMAZONIA took 4 years to make!

• The fi lm’s musical journey inspired by Disney’s Fantasia, with the physical hilarity of a Looney Tunes 
cartoon, all set to Beethoven’s Symphony No.8.

• Sam Chen is a self-taught computer animator who has produced several award-winning animated 
shorts. His 2003 short Eternal Gaze received numerous awards and was an Academy Award Nomination 
semifi nalist in the Best Animated Short category. 

AMAZONIA – DISCUSSION POINTS:
1) Could this story have been told as effectively if it were created in a different medium 
 (such as 2-D animation or stop motion?)

2) Talk about how this fi lm illustrates the complexities of rainforest ecology and exploring 
 relevant sociological, political and familial issues.

3) What do you think about the director’s choice of the frogs as the main characters of the fi lm?  

4) Does this fi lm remind you of any other animated fi lms or that you have seen?
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DIRECTOR: Mark Villegas | 20 min. | Video | 2010

A documentary about hip hop artists in Metro Manila 
who create a vibrant cultural scene but confront 
challenges from a skeptical audience. 

LYRICAL EMPIRE:
HIP HOP IN METRO MANILA

BACKGROUND INFO ABOUT THE FILM:
• One of the major themes discussed in this fi lm is language in Pilipina/o hip hop. The Philippines was a 

U.S. colony for nearly fi fty years, which highly infl uenced and changed Pilipina/o culture. Today, English 
and Tagalog are the offi cial languages of the Philippines, and English is widely spoken across the country.

• Director Mark Villegas has been a b-boy since 6th grade and has been interested in hip hop almost all of 
his life. He is currently pursuing a Ph.D in Culture and Theory at the University of California, Irvine. 

• Translation of two Tagalog words that come up in the fi lm:
     Konyo = uppity, pretentious, snobby
     Jologs = uneducated, uncultured, “ghetto”

LYRICAL EMPIRE: HIP HOP IN METRO MANILA – DISCUSSION POINTS:
1) Lyrical Empire is an example of guerilla-style documentary, a form of independent fi lmmaking    
 characterized by low budgets and quickly-shot scenes. How is it different from other documentaries you   
 have seen?

2) What was the fi lm’s message? Was the fi lm’s message effectively conveyed through this documentary?

3) What are some of the obstacles that the fi lm’s Pilipina/o hip hop artists had to overcome in 
 the music industry?

4) What did you think about the technical aspects of this fi lm: music, camera angles, lighting, etc?
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FINE THREADS
DIRECTOR: Adele Pham | 13 min. | Video | 2010

A documentary featuring three Desi girls from 
Queens, who thread a narrative from interviews 
shot in and around the melting pot of the “Indian” 
threading salon.

BACKGROUND INFO ABOUT THE FILM:
• Desi generally refers to the peoples and cultures of South Asia, including the countries of India, Pakistan, 

Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.

• Director Adele Pham has produced four documentary shorts and four music videos, screened at over 20 
fi lm festivals. One documentary, Parallel Adele, explores her half Vietnamese identity. 

• FINE THREADS premiered on HBO in May 2010 for Asian American Heritage Month and is still viewable 
on HBO Family. 

FINE THREADS – DISCUSSION POINTS:
1) Did this fi lm change or expand your perception of South Asian American identity? In what ways?

2) The camera often zoomed in on the young women’s clothing, shoes, fi ngernails, etc. as they spoke of 
 their identity. What did you think about these alternative camera angles?

3) How were these personal stories used as a way to discuss the larger issue of identity?

4) How is the “Indian” threading salon used to open up a broad discussion of 
 South Asian American identity?
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WORKS OF ART
DIRECTOR: Andrew Pang | 19 min. | Video | 2010

Meet Art Hahn (Paul Juhn), whose days are a blur 
of demoralizing auditions and bleak temp jobs—just 
another actor numbed by the New York struggle. One 
day, an unusual proposition from his friend, John Kim 
(Ken Leung), jolts his system like never before.

BACKGROUND INFO ABOUT THE FILM:
• Paul Juhn, the actor who plays Art Hahn, actually wrote the screenplay for this fi lm. Juhn has also acted 

in the fi lm SALT and the television shows Law and Order and Law and Order: Criminal Intent.

• WORKS OF ART is Andrew Pang’s directional debut. Pang is also an actor and has also worked in post-
production, primarily as a colorist/on-line editor.

• The director (Pang), lead actor and writer (Juhn), and producer (Philippe Leong) have all worked as 
actors in New York City for many years. They decided to create this fi lm because they wanted to tell the 
story of their experience as Asian American actors.

WORKS OF ART – DISCUSSION POINTS:
1) Do you think the fi lm’s soundtrack works well with the fi lm? Why or why not?

2) AMAZONIA and WORKS OF ART were the only narrative fi lms screened at Youth Day this year. 
 Compare and contrast the technical aspects and storytelling techniques of these two fi lms.

3) What do you think are the advantages that short fi lm has over feature fi lm? 
 What do you think are the challenges of creating a short fi lm?

4) How is this fi lm different from the Hollywood-produced fi lms that you have seen? 
 Think about this question in terms of the fi lm’s technical aspects, visual aspects, plot, message, etc.


