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ART HOUSE FILMS SHINE 

AT 12th ANNUAL
SAN DIEGO ASIAN FILM FESTIVAL
(San Diego, CA – September 15, 2011) – The San Diego Asian Film Festival (SDAFF) is excited to announce its twelfth season which runs OCTOBER 20-28, 2011 at the Mission Valley UltraStar Cinemas (7510 Hazard Center Drive, San Diego, CA 92108).  As one of the largest film exhibitions of its kind in North America, celebrate with documentaries, award-winning narratives, stirring shorts programs among the 160+ film premieres from 21 countries. 
 FILM HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE
· NORWEGIAN WOOD (Tran Anh Hung, Japan) - Haruki Murakami's novel becomes a sumptuous, shimmering take on infatuation and rock 'n roll.  From the director of The Scent of Green Papaya and Vertical Ray of the Sun.  Venice FF 2010
· THE DAY HE ARRIVES (Hong Sang-soo, South Korea)  - Soju, flirtation, awkwardness. Master director Hong Sang-soo strikes again with this Groundhog Day-esque confection.  Cannes 2011
· NIGHT FISHING (Park Chan-wook and Park Chan-kyong, South Korea) - In the first theatrical film shot on an iPhone, a fisherman hooks more than he can handle.  Golden Bear, Best Short Film, Berlin IFF 2011. Shown with INFLUENZA, directed by Bong Joon-ho (The Host, Mother), shot completely on actual security cameras.  
· A CITY OF SADNESS (Hou Hsiao-hsien, Taiwan, 1989) - After WWII, a Taiwanese family is torn by economic gain, political possibility, and the stubborn stasis of culture.  Recently named the greatest Chinese-language film of all time by the Golden Horse Film Festival.  Golden Lion, Venice IFF 1989
· ETERNITY (Sivaroj Kongsakul, Thailand) - In the quiet, ghostly jungles of Thailand, the purest love transcends death.  Golden Tiger, Rotterdam IFF 2011
· UDAAN (Vikramaditya Motwane, India) - Expelled from boarding school, Rohan learns life back home with his stern father and impressionable half brother.  Cannes 2010
· IN THE FAMILY (Patrick Wang, USA) - In the face of all convention, a man battles for custody of his son after the death of his partner.  North American premiere
· THE PIANO IN A FACTORY (Zhang Meng, China) - To win the custody of his music-loving daughter, a steel factory worker decides to forge a piano from scratch.  Toronto IFF 2010
· OXHIDE II (Liu Jiayin, China) - The lives -- and dumpling-making! -- of an ordinary Beijing family come alive in close-up.  "Every festival that’s serious about the art of cinema should pledge to show Oxhide II," critic/professor David Bordwell.  Cannes 2009.  This is a special screening held at The Loft at UCSD.
· NINJA KIDS!!! (Takashi Miike, Japan) - Takashi Miike (Audition, Ichi the Killer) brings us Rantaro and other ninja apprentices battling at an elite ninjutsu academy.

· THE WHITE MEADOWS (Mohammad Rasoulof, Iran) - A man who collects tears travels by boat through the nightmarish salt waters, in this fable of authoritarian Iran. Golden Seashell, San Sebastian IFF, 2009
· COLD FISH (Sion Sono, Japan) - Parents find their troublesome daughter work at a fish store but soon discover the horrific truth of the owners. Venice IFF 2010
· DISORDER (Huang Weikai, China) - The city is on the brink of implosion and humanity is put to the test.  “One of the most mesmerizing films I’ve seen in ages,” The Atlantic
· THE LULU SESSIONS (S. Caspar Wong, USA) - A budding filmmaker documents her final days with an on-again, off-again lover.
· WHERE ARE YOU TAKING ME? (Kimi Takesue, USA/Uganda) - Discover the unexpected in this journey through the vibrant streets of Uganda. Rotterdam IFF 2010
OTHER PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:    
· Opening night film on Thursday, October 20 with the romantic comedy, ALMOST PERFECT, starring Kelly Hu (scheduled to attend with director Bertha Bay-Sa Pan)
· Closing night film on Friday, October 28 with the foodie crowd-pleasing documentary, JIRO DREAMS OF SUSHI (director David Gelb scheduled to attend)
· Hundreds of filmmakers, industry professionals, and celebrities scheduled to attend including Kelly Hu (SCORPION KING, ALMOST PERFECT), Sung Kang (FAST FIVE), Harry Shum Jr (GLEE), IAMME Dance Crew (MTV’s America’s Best Dance Crew 2011 Winners), Edison Chen, and many more
· Free Films at Four – every weekday at 4 PM, films are free to the public

· Live music showcase, BLOWFISH on Friday, October 21, featuring one of the pioneers of the video and DJ mash up, Mike Relm. 

· Gala Awards Event on Sat, October 22, where pioneer Asian American actress, Nancy Kwan (Flower Drum Song, The World of Suzie Wong) will receive a Lifetime Achievement Award 
12th San Diego Asian Film Festival  |  October 20-28, 2011

UltraStar Cinemas Mission Valley  
7510 Hazard Center Drive |  San Diego, CA 92108

Film Clips and High Res Images Available

To set up interviews with filmmakers, actors, or festival staff: Daniel@sdaff.org

Discounted pre-sale tickets are available online through October 16 (Member $7.50 | General $9).  Tickets can be purchased at the Hazard Center UltraStar box office starting October 18 (Member $7.50 | General $11).  Student/Military/Senior/and Group discounts are available.  For ticketing info, full film details, and schedule, please visit www.SDAFF.org or contact 619.400.5911 | info@sdaff.org 
The mission of the San Diego Asian Film Foundation is to connect audiences with the Human Experience through the Pan Asian media arts. In doing so, we help build a cultured and compassionate society. 
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