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INSPIRATIONAL DOCUMENTARY 

WINS AUDIENCE AWARD AT THE

12TH SAN DIEGO ASIAN FILM FESTIVAL  

(San Diego, CA – November 1, 2011) –  Out of more than 600 films entered into competition for the 12th San Diego Asian Film Festival, organizers are proud to announce that this year’s audience selected the inspirational film, THE POWER OF TWO, as the Festival Audience Award Winner.  THE POWER OF TWO, directed by Marc Smolowitz, is a feature-length documentary about twin sisters who embark on a global crusade to inspire others to save lives after their own battle with Cystic Fibrosis.  The Festival wrapped up on October 28 with more than 20,000 attendees celebrating cinema over 9 days. 
“As director and producer of THE POWER OF TWO, I am tremendously honored to receive the audience award,” Marc Smolowitz said. “Winning this award means so much to all of us involved with the film as it confirms that the film is connecting where it matters most -- among diverse audiences that are committed to high quality, high impact social issue film making. It also gives us great confidence and credibility going forward into distribution! Thank you to San Diego Asian Film Festival staff and its wonderful audiences” 
In addition, the Festival announced the top films selected by an independent jury at the Festival’s Star Studded Annual Gala Awards Night, October 22, 2011.   The winners include:
· ostHostLifetime Achievement Award – NANCY KWAN
· Grand Jury Winner – SURROGATE VALENTINE, directed by Dave Boyle
· Best Narrative Feature – IN THE FAMILY, directed by Patrick Wang
· Best Narrative Short –  ANDY, directed by Andrew Ahn 
· Best Feature Documentary – TALES OF THE WARIA, directed by Kathy Huang 
· Best Short Documentary – MAKING NOISE IN SILENCE, directed by Mina Son
· Special Jury Award – THE LULU SESSIONS, directed by S. Casper Wong
· Best Animation – ENRIQUE WRECKS THE WORLD, directed by David Chai 
Finally, filmmaker Patrick Wang was selected by Festival programmers to receive the George C. Lin Emerging Filmmaker Award for his stirring drama, IN THE FAMILY.  
Festival photos and video recaps are available in the Press Room and Buzz Room sections online at www.SDAFF.org or request them by contacting Daniel Matthews at 619.400.5906 | Daniel@sdaff.org
The San Diego Asian Film Festival is an event of the San Diego Asian Film Foundation (SDAFF) whose mission is to connect audiences with the human experience through the Pan Asian media arts.
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